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October 2016

FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends
“Grace to you and peace from God our father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
It’s been a couple of months since I wrote a newsletter article. There’s a lot I could write about. It was a
busy summer. The Triennial ELCA Churchwide Assembly was held in New Orleans in August. I won’t say
anything about that but instead refer you to “Links I Like” in this newsletter for a link to an article about the
Assembly from Living Lutheran.
I have three other things to mention: First, the year of observance for the 500 th Anniversary of the Reformation begins this month; second, a report on our God’s Work Our Hands Sunday projects; and third, some
words of gratitude with a reflection on facing death in faith.
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Item: Reformation 500
The countdown to the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation begins this month. Across the ELCA and in
Lutheran Churches around the world a special year-long emphasis is being given to activities that will draw
the world-wide Lutheran Church toward the Day of Reformation celebration on Oct 31, 2017 in Wittenberg, Germany. We will be doing our part as well in the ELCA, our Synod, and at LOG. There will be new
adult education resources and opportunities for study and also worship emphases. (As a great starting point
I call your attention to the Catechism Revisited Workshop this coming Saturday as noted elsewhere in this
newsletter). In addition, there will also be occasional events and activities to highlight the many ways the
Reformation reshaped the church and the world. The legacy of Luther is not exhausted and his work continues even now as we seek to live out the gospel.
At LOG we will soon be selecting materials to use for our own study of the Reformation. I encourage you
to join us as we study and engage the ideas and teachings that have continued to make our Lutheran heritage a gift to the whole church on earth for 500 years. It’ll be fun!
Item: God’s Work Our Hands (GWOH) Sunday
For the past 3 years we have observed the ELCA-wide community service emphasis GWOH Sunday by
serving the homeless community at the Riverbed. This year on the fifteenth Anniversary of 9/11 we had an
opportunity to do something different. One of our partners served the Riverbed luncheon that Sunday and
we were freed up to do something else to serve our community. This year we had three projects for
GWOH Sunday. First, as part of the Love Anaheim Project we filled and delivered 14 school backpacks for
needy children in the Anaheim School District. Second, and also for the Love Anaheim Project, we created
approximately 30 “Encouragement Cards for Cops” for the Anaheim PD. (if you want to know more about
the Love Anaheim Projects go to www.loveanaheim.org). Third, instead of serving food at the Riverbed,
our food service team took a hot meal to the Anaheim PD and served about 25 officers on the evening shift.
There is a thank you from the APD for the Encouragement Cards elsewhere in this newsletter. Be sure to
check out the pictures of all these projects here as well. Also, in “Links I Like” there is a link that takes you
to the ELCA website where you can see what other churches around the country did on GWOH Sunday.
Continued on next page
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Item: Words of Gratitude
August and September saw three memorial services at LOG. These services and the luncheons that
follow demand a lot from our small group of volunteers. I want to thank all those who helped with
the memorial services, cleaning the church, and preparing and/or serving the fellowship luncheons.
We hope those who came to LOG in their sorrow to say goodbye to their loved ones felt the love
and care of our faith community.
Finally, I want to say something about one of those services. We bid a final farewell to our sister
Marian Erdmann on Sept 12. Marian had planned her memorial with me in January of 2015. She
knew what she wanted. She wanted a joyful celebration and she got it, including a fellowship luncheon that was a party complete with balloons and hotdogs with root-beer floats. She would have
been quite pleased. Marian was 97 and had wanted for some time to depart and be with her Lord
and couldn’t figure out why the Lord was taking so long to take her home. It’s a dilemma I see from
time to time. I had no answer for her and told her (jokingly) she could take it up with the Lord in
due course when she did see him. But despite that frustration, her faith and even joy in facing death
was deeply beautiful and inspiring. I was grateful for the opportunity to be at her bedside in those
last weeks and days. I pray when my time comes, like Marian, I will also be a wonderful witness to
our hope in Christ and the longing to be with him that drives out all fear. Rest in peace, Marian.
Your unbreakable spirit will be missed.
That’s all for now. See you in church.
Pastor Steve

Links I Like October 2016
In August the ELCA Churchwide Assembly was held in New Orleans. The Churchwide Assembly
meets every 3 years to conduct the business of the ELCA. The following link is to a recent article in
Living Lutheran magazine (Formerly The Lutheran). The article reports on the whole event. When you
click on this link it will open with a navigation guide. Just click “close” and you’ll have the article. Turn
pages by clicking on the arrow on the side of the page. You actually have the whole current issue so
you can read whatever you want from that issue.
http://content.yudu.com/web/y5b2/0A1qcub/LivingLuthSept2016/html/index.html?page=14
Bishop Eaton on the 15th Anniversary of 9/11
http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7856
Bishop Eaton on the Dakota Pipeline Protests
http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7857
Living Lutheran Blog on God’s Work Our Hands stories from around the church - see what others
did.
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2016/09/gods-work-hands-sunday-2016/
Here is a You-Tube video from the ELCA that tells us where our benevolence offerings go in the wider work of the church. Informative.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bftRz1uTpdU&feature=youtu.be
Over the years I’ve commented many times on the writings on Lutheran Pastor Nadia Bolz Weber.
Many of you have heard of her congregation in Denver – House for All Sinners and Saints. Here is a
video and transcript from a recent edition of Religion and Ethics News Weekly on PBS. I think you
might enjoy seeing what that congregation looks like in action. Enjoy.
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2016/09/16/one-extraordinary-church/32411/
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News from the Community

News from the Community—God’s Work, Our Hands
To the members of the Lamb of God Lutheran Church,
My name is Dustin Ciscel and I am a Sergeant at the Anaheim Police Department. I
wanted to write to thank the members of the church for the cookies, snacks and
hand written cards your church sent to our station. It was very thoughtful and I can
tell you that I’m very grateful for your kind words and thoughtful gesture. In light of
the many recent attacks on law enforcement it is nice to know that people still care
and support what we do. It is an honor to serve in this community and your kindness and encouragement help reinforce that commitment.
A Police Officers Prayer:
Lord, I ask for courage.
Courage to face and conquer my own fears.
Courage to take me where others will not go.
I ask for strength
Strength of body to protect others,
And strength of spirit to lead others.
I ask for dedication,
Dedication to do my job, to do it well,
Dedication to my community, to keep it safe.
Give me, Lord, concern for those who trust me,
And compassion for those who need me.
And please, Lord, through it all,
Be at my side.
With much Respect and Gratitude,
Dustin Ciscel
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News from the Community—God’s Work, Our Hands

Condolences

We offer our condolences to:
To Linda Percifield and her family as they grieve the death
of Linda's mother Louise Blakely who lived in Michigan.
The family of Marian Erdmann, especially her daughters
Sharon and Pat. Marian died on September 1. Her memorial service at LOG was September 12.
Barbara Schoeneman and the Ausmus family – as they
mourn the deaths of Barbara’s brother Chuck. The memorial for Chuck and also his wife Jan (who died in Nov.
2015) was held at LOG on September 17.
The Davis family as they grieve the death of Alexa’s father
Albert Jacobsen and also her brother Christian Jacobsen.
Memorial services were held at LOG on August 13.
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Financials

SCRIP
I've been managing the scrip program at LoG for a long time. I don't know when I started, but it
was probably 10-12 years ago. I enjoy it and wanted to share some thoughts, insights, and factoids (in no particular order):
* In finance, scrip is a certificate to be exchanged for goods, as at a company store.
* We have 5-6 loyal scrip shoppers and others that buy occasionally.
* I normally order every other Sunday, make the deposit Monday morning, and the scrip is delivered Tuesday afternoon. I check it in on Wednesday or Thursday. The shipping fee is $13 for
overnight delivery.
* When I first started the program, I tried to have a minimum order of $1,000. Today, the average order is $2,000-$2,500.
* The scrip is purchased at a discount and sold at face value, that's where our profit comes
from. Discounts range from 1.5% to 12 or 15%. Gas and discount stores are at the low end,
grocery and department stores are in the mid-range, restaurants are at the high end of discounts offered.
* Many venders offer limited time bonuses (increased discount offers); they are usually on a
short-term basis so there often is not time to advertise them. If it is a company that I sell a lot of
scrip for, I will order some extra to take advantage of the extra savings.
* Our buying patterns have changed over the years. I used to sell more restaurant scrip than
any other category and very little grocery; now I sell more grocery scrip than anything else, and
relatively little restaurant. I slowly started stocking $100 restaurant cards (as opposed to $25s)
and now have to keep several $100s of 3 different grocery stores on hand.
* In the past, I sold almost all $100 Arco cards and very few $50 Arco; that has reversed. This
one I can't figure out, gas was under $2 a gallon back then.
* I love it when people come to me and say that they were in some store the past week and
didn't have any scrip and felt guilty. I love making people feel guilty--I feel like I've done my job!
Also love when someone wants to buy scrip for someone else in the congregation and I can tell
them what scrip that person buys for themselves.
* The CCC purchases $300 of scrip every week.
* You can check out all the scrip that is available at shopwithscrip.com. If there's a store that
you'd like scrip for, let me know and I will order it for you.
Patricia Wehn

Page 6

Lamb Of God Child Care Center
Here we are on a beautiful California fall day, 85 degrees and loving it. The school year began
in a busy fashion with all our classes full to nearly full. A great beginning for us. We have
counted, graphed, painted and tasted many kinds of apples, we have a football decorating
contest going on, and the children are settling into their new classes very well. We welcome
some new staff members and many new families. We hope to come and sing in church soon
so we can get acquainted again. The kids are learning songs every week and love going to
chapel with Pastor Steve. We also had our annual Grandparent Day with our 40 grandparents
coming to play, eat and visit with us. This is always such a special time for the kids to enjoy
with these special folks. We are very blessed here at the Child Care Center ! Next month we
will be looking forward to our first field trip to Tanaka Farms Pumpkin Patch. The children will
be enjoying a Halloween parade in the parking lot that morning. Come and join us if you like,
it is a fun time for all. If not, we will post some pictures next month. Keep us in prayer as we
begin our 2016/2017 school year, thanks for your support. Ms. Lisa Cottrell and all at LOGCCC
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Lamb of God Lutheran
Church
621 S. Sunkist Street
Anaheim, CA 92806
Pastor:
Rev. Steve Bieghler
Korean Pastor:
Rev. Hyunho Hong
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Tyler Robinson
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Sunday Worship Services
9:00 AM- English
11:00 AM - Korean

Herman & Patricia Wehn

10/7

Marv & Orva Sodman

10/8

Bob & Suzanne Bogner

10/29

Please continue to send Lamb’s Tale
articles and bulletins to:
logelca@sbcglobal.net

Pat Rausch

10/7

Joyce Jarvis

10/9

Mary Williams

10/13

Hi Irm!!
We wish you well and miss you here!

The Percifield Family, Gavin Morgenfruh, Holly Beaumont Baker, Bonnie
Ausmus, Ms. Awatef, Ms. Toni, Mary Dickinson, White Family, Ausmus
Family, Barbara Schoeneman family, John, Scott, Jason, Jon Sean, David,
Carlos, Danny, Jose Trujillo, Davis family, Lavada Goldsbury, Jodi Sherman, Maggie, Anita Gomberg Stevie Fosnight, Jerry & Consuelo Burke,
Joe Jordan, Hortie Perez, Marie B., Torrie C, Rose, Jennifer, Jerry Ashby,
Yvonne Messer, Michael, Judy, Steven Olmanni, Helen Suarez, Sharon
Stonebridge, Dan Jackson, Dolores, Vickie Trujillo, Judy Creech, Sherrie
Eggers, Marie Cadwell, Pat Cadwell, Jack & Evelyn Curtis, Jim Barker, Cheryl Lynn Gielow, Fran & Roy
Onishi, AdventLane Bryant, Wanda Figueroa, Tony Nielson, Delanee Woods, Chuck Johnson, Dallas
and Ashby Family, Linda Henderson, Jeremy, Bill Garvey, Karen Norton, Kenny and Christopher
Hahn, Christa, Christine, and Irene Murphy, Gloria, Sharon, and Susan Hurd, Jody Ferrante, Leigh
Conway, Laurie Rain, Jean Anderson, Kyle Adams, Dylan Saks, Louise Blakely, Mary Kay Drenner,
Margaret Browning. (If you have names to add to or remove from the prayer list call the church
office @ 1-714-772-2772).

