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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
[Please note that from now through the summer months we will issue only two Lamb’s Tale Newsletters. This issue will
cover both May and June and then we’ll have another for July/ August. The calendars for each month, however, will be
distributed for each month].
Item: Synod Assembly/Bishop Election Reflections
This was an historic Assembly for our Synod. After 18 years as our Bishop Murray Finck is retiring and we
elected a new Bishop – the Rev. Andrew Taylor. These were the main things around which almost everything
at the synod assembly was directed. As you know I had a role in this particular gathering as the Chairperson
of the Bishop Nominating Committee. Overall, everything was well orchestrated and executed. A lot of folks
I know worked really hard. It was for me one of the most interesting and fun assemblies I’ve been a part of.
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The election process was engaging – we had a wonderful slate of nominees. I think any of them would have
been a good choice for next bishop. But the Spirit finally settled on only one – Andrew Taylor.
Our Bishop–elect, Andy Taylor, will have a big job ahead of him. He brings to the call a long history (30
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years) of pastoral service. He has served in our synod for much of that time and is currently the pastor of St.
Andrew’s, San Diego where he’s served for about 19 years. He is well regarded and a strong leader. I antici-
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some opportunities to meet him in the Fall – so be watching for more information.
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pate he will serve us very well as our next Bishop. He doesn’t assume office until August 1. You will have
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Next, let me say publicly “thank you, Bishop Finck.” When I first came to California I came here after having
resigned my call in Michigan and without a call waiting for me here. To make a long story short, in 2001 Bp.
Finck took a chance on me and assigned me a part-time interim position. Without his willingness to do that, it
could have been a very long time for me to move back into pastoral ministry – if at all. I wasn’t certain in
those days that I’d be able to continue as a pastor here in CA. I’m forever grateful to Bp. Finck for opening
that door for me. I have appreciated his many gifts over the years, especially, his spirituality and opportunities
to hear him teach. He’s worked extremely hard and very faithfully and led us through some very painful times
in our synod (and it was sometimes quite brutal). He is a wonderful person and humble servant of the gospel.
I pray his retirement is rich in many blessings and joys. God bless him and his wife Rhoda.
Continued on page 2
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I won’t comment on the other parts of the assembly now. I encourage you to read the Assembly
Final Summary document. You can pick up a hard copy at church. But I do want to thank again both
Suzanne Bogner and Tyler Robinson for their participation as Voting Members from LOG. I am
grateful to them for their sacrifice of resources and time to be present for this important work for
our Synod. Be sure to thank them when you get a chance.
Item: Jacob Dickinson has died
It is difficult to have to report that Jacob Dickinson, the 12 year old boy with inoperable brain cancer
and for whom we did a fund-raiser event in February, has died. It goes without saying that his death
brings great pain to many. Our hearts are broken, how much more his parents and siblings. To a
parent there is no loss greater than the death of your child. Thank you to all who have been praying
for him to get well. There was hope so many times and it seemed as if he might just beat this cancer.
But that hope must now be redirected in our prayers toward the comfort and love of God for
Jacob’s family. We can never answer the question why. When such grievous things happen all we
can do is throw ourselves headlong into the arms of the one whose love never fails and who has
promised that death does not have the last word - our risen Lord, Jesus. He will hold this dear child
in his love forever. May all who loved Jacob know that peace only Christ can give. “Rest eternal
grant Jacob, O Lord. And may light eternal shine upon him.”
Item: My Pastor Also Dies
Again, it is with a sad heart that I must speak a word about one who I will always call my pastor –
The Rev. Dr. Richard Frazier, Pastor Emeritus of Trinity English Lutheran Church, Ft. Wayne, IN. He
died on May 7. Pastor Frazier, was my first pastor as a Lutheran person (remember, I wasn’t raised
Lutheran). He was a kind person, learned and articulate, a fantastic preacher and also the reason I
am a pastor today. I had a bit of a rocky road as I moved through the process of becoming a pastor –
not everything went smoothly. Without Pr. Frazier’s counsel, encouragement, and advocacy I probably wouldn’t be a pastor. So, depending on your perspective you can either blame him or give thanks
for him. In his own ministry of over 6 decades at Trinity he set the bar high. Yet, he was a person of
grace and gentleness, a lover of great literature and the arts, a person not large in physical stature but
very large in presence and in love, and he led his congregation for many years with great wisdom. I
won’t say anymore about him here. There is a brief video in Links I Like. I do however feel a great
loss in my life. He blessed me richly and I pray that this good and faithful servant of God will receive
from his Lord a well-deserved welcome. Rest in peace Dick. Thank you for so much.
See you at church,
Pastor Steve
Links I Like’ May 2016 – Pastor Steve
*A very good reflection on homelessness. I especially like the author's language referring to those who are homeless as the
"unhoused and hungry." This is much more accurate because such folks do have 'homes.' Their homes are tents and benches
and parks - not houses. Anyway, this is worth a read.
http://sandiegofreepress.org/2016/04/housed-to-homeless-in-san-diego-could-it-happen-to-you/
*In a recent sermon I used the following story of forgiveness. It is powerful and it also highlights the fear of our neighbors especially our Muslim neighbors - that is being exacerbated in the current political climate. Read the article, but also watch the
video of Mr. Hakey's apology (you'll need to fast-forward to the 34 minute mark). It's only a couple of minutes. Truly moving. This is what doing the work of reconciliation looks like – repentance and forgiveness (exclusion and embrace).
http://www.upworthy.com/this-man-shot-at-a-mosque-after-paris-5-months-later-he-went-inside-and-apologized?c=ufb1
*Here's a news item about the death of my pastor Richard Frazier (see my article). Watch the video embedded in the article.
http://www.21alive.com/nbc33/Longtime-Lutheran-minister-Pastor-Richard-Frazier-dies-at-age-84-378594346.html
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LOG News
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Your donations have enabled me to put together 15 complete school kits to be sent to LWR to be
sent where the greatest need is around the world. Dorothy Bowen has volunteered to purchase the
backpacks that we use to package the kits. She is purchasing them through LWR which uses women
in impoverished countries to make the backpacks. By buying their products we also help their economy.
Thanks to all who donated to this project. We may be a small congregation but we are still the most
generous one. – Andrea Mathews

Community News
The Rev. Andrew Taylor Elected Bishop of the Pacifica Synod
The Rev. And rew A . Ta ylo r was elected as the third b ishop of the Pa cifica Syno d
of the Evangelica l Luthera n Church in America durin g that church b ody's syno d
assembly in Irvine on Frid ay, May 6, 2016. Rev. Tay lor will assume lead ersh ip of
106 congregations and 31,000 bap tized members in Southern California and Hawaii.
Taylo r, 58, was most recently the pasto r of St. Andrew's Lutheran Church in S an
Diego. Previous ly Rev. Tay lor has s erved Evangelica l Lutheran Church in America
congregat ions in Tula re a nd La Habra, California .
Bishop-Elect Tay lor spo ke frequent ly ab out how the future of the church will require congregations to wa lk a longsid e neighbors who may not att end church. He
recounted his younger y ea rs in Fresno, where his ho me congregat ion lea rned t o
model their minist ry based on the needs of those in their surrounding neighb orhood. "My g reat est hop e f or the church is that we t ransform communities so p eople can ex perience the love of God," Rev. Ta ylo r sa id during a quest ion and an swer p eriod among eight candidates. "My g reat est fear is that we will stop
prea ching the gos pel and try t o rely on ourselv es ra ther than rely ing on God."
The Evangelica l Lutheran Church in America is a Ch rist ian d enomination know n
for their emphasis on Go d 's love and grace, exp res s ed through seek ing just ice
and welcome for all p eople. Th e Evangelica l Luthera n Church in America was established in 1988, and the Rev. Murray Dale F inck, t he current b ishop, will ha ve
served for eighteen y ears when his term ends on July 31, 2016.
Pres id ing Bishop Elizab eth Eaton, the lead er of the 11,000 congregat ions and 3.5
million members of the national denomination, p res ided ov er the election. Bis hops a re elect ed by pas tors and members of loca l Eva ngelica l Lutheran Church in
America congregat ions through a series of ba llots. Rev. Tay lo r was elect ed on the
fifth ballot.
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LOG Child Care Center News
Ahh the Marvelous Month of May!!
Mother's are on our minds this month as we wish them love and thanks for all they do for us! We will
have a Monday Moms and Muffin time to show them how much they are loved. Happy Mother's Day
to all of you in the church as well. We will also have a yummy Cinco de Mayo lunch for our kids and
their folks, as well as a full week of celebrating our wonderful staff during our annual Teacher Appreciation Week. We have wonderful, dedicated, loving women here each day working with our kids, and
we need to say Thank You!! Our garden out back is providing a rich learning time as the children watch
fruits and veggies grow from seeds to plants. Our new guinea pig, Poppy, is fitting right in and the kids
are loving taking care of her everyday. We will take Memorial Day off on the 30th. Our trip to the
Aquarium of the Pacific went well last month and we will continue to talk about our planet and all God
has provided for us. Thank you, and Happy May!
Lisa and all at the CCC
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Have exciting news you would like to share?
This space could be yours! Please contact
Kari Haske or Pastor Steve for more information.

Please continue to send Lamb’s Tale
articles and bulletins to:
logelca@sbcglobal.net
Tyler Robinson at
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Family of Jacob Dickinson, Pastor Richard Frazier, Jodi Sherman, Maggie,
Anita Gomberg Stevie Fosnight, Jerry & Consuelo Burke, Joe Jordan,, Hortie
Perez, Marie B., Mia Grace, Torrie C, Rose, Jennifer, Jerry Ashby, Yvonne
Messer, Michael, Judy, Steven Olmanni, Helen Suarez, Sharon Stonebridge,
Brian Lune, Dan Jackson, Maggie Trujillo, Dolores, Vickie Trujillo, Judy
Creech, Gretchen Whitaker, Iris Bents, Sherrie Eggers, Marie Cadwell, Pat
Cadwell, Jack & Evelyn Curtis, Jim Barker, Cheryl Lynn Gielow, Roy Onishi,
AdventLane Bryant, Wanda Figueroa, Gilbert Percifield, Tony Nielson, Delanee Woods, Chuck Johnson,
Dallas and Ashby Family, Linda Henderson, Jeremy, Bill Garvey, Linda Percifield, Karen Norton, Kenny
and Christopher Hahn, Christa, Christine, and Irene Murphy, Gloria, Sharon, and Susan Hurd, Jody Ferrante, Leigh Conway, Laurie Rain, Jean Anderson, Kyle Adams, Dylan Saks, Louise Blakely, Mary Kay
Drenner, Margaret Browning. (If you have names to add to or remove from the prayer list call the
church office @ 1-714-772-2772.)

