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December 2016

FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Item:
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Double the Christmas this year!

A long time ago back in Indiana at my home congregation in Ft Wayne and before I was a pastor Christmas was a huge
event. They pulled out all the stops – both literally and metaphorically – for the Christmas observance. It was a very
large congregation so they had lots of stops to pull out. The preaching was always good – Pastor Frazier was a great
preacher. The music and worship was glorious. So, my friend Ron and I wanted to enjoy every opportunity for Christmas worship. (Remember the church was 25 miles from where we lived). We would go first to the ‘midnight mass’ and
if we were lucky we’d emerge from the beautiful candlelight service into a light snowfall for the ride home which gave us
that ‘Silent Night’ feel. Then next morning we’d hop back in the car and go back to Trinity for the Christmas Day service which was no less beautiful. What a wonderful memory for me. It’s sad this year for me because my dear friend
and mentor Dr. Richard Frazier (mentioned above) died in May of this year. Thankfully, the church had made a CD so I
can listen whenever I want to the glorious choir and pipe organ music and hear again Dr. Frazier recite in his resonant
deep voice the beautiful poem that was a Christmas Eve tradition at Trinity “Come Back Tonight to Bethlehem.” I suspect that some of you who grew up other places may also have some memories that you carry with you like this of
Christmases long ago. Or maybe for some your memories are of Christmas at LOG. I hope we all have some of that.
This year we get double the Christmas. Woo-hoo! Normally we don’t have a Christmas Day service, but this year we
will because Christmas falls on Sunday. Some of you may question having two services. The question does come up.
Again, back in Indiana in my first call my organist was the one who raised the question. She would have preferred to play
only for Christmas Eve. But after some thought I vetoed that idea. Why? It sounds reasonable enough. I did so because Sunday is the Lord’s Day (The day we have gathered weekly as church for nearly two millennia). There should be
church on Sunday. Now, this is not to say I haven’t cancelled church before. I did it twice - once in Indiana and once in
Michigan – both time dues to a raging blizzard and a police request for everyone to stay off the roads. For us here I
don’t think a blizzard will be a problem. So, you get double Christmas. And I hope you will enjoy the opportunity. Yes,
we may be fewer in number than last year and while we don’t have a functioning choir any longer we can still enjoy a
beautiful Christmas worship with what we do have – a very gifted musician, some good voices and you! I’ll bring my best
to the celebration and together we’ll rejoice like the angels (at Bethlehem, not Anaheim) at the good news of Our Lord’s
wondrous birth. So, we will have our Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion at 5:30 pm and then return Sunday morning at the usual time for a different but hopefully equally inspiring worship service. Whatever your memories of Christmases past may be, I hope our celebration of our Lord’s Nativity will become a treasured part of that memory.
Item: Your Generosity is showing – again
Every year our congregation demonstrates an incredible willingness to be generous to those in need. This year at
Christmas I suggest will be no exception. We will be providing gifts once again this year for needy children at South Jr.
High. We are encouraging you to consider giving an ELCA Global Barnyard gift this year to help people in need around
the world. I think many will do this – in fact, I know of one who already has gifted some animals. You also bring food
for the pantry and give money and specific items for our homeless ministry. There is a Spirit of generosity at LOG that
is a wonderful witness to your faith. And the beauty of it is that it’s not exceptional or just seasonal – but steady and
faithful year-round. Thank you.
Finally, on behalf of your staff – Tyler and me – we want to wish all of you a most blessed and joyful Christmas. It is our
humble honor to serve the Lord at LOG. We are thankful for your support and prayers and we look forward to walking with you into the future in faith and in hope, excited about where God may yet be leading us.
See you in church,
Pastor Steve
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News from Lamb Of God

SCRIP PROGRAM
December is the busiest month for the scrip program. Please get your orders in early. The last day to order scrip for Christmas will be Sunday, December 18. To view all the vendors that are available, go to www.shopwithscrip.com. Click on
“Retailers”. There are 735 of them! If you want to order anything that I don’t have in inventory, I am happy to order it for
you. The following vendors are offering temporary bonuses:
Until 12/16
AMC: 13% instead of 8% I have $25 denomination
CVS: 7% instead of 6% I have $25 denomination, can order $100
CPK: 13% instead of 8% I can order for you
JC Penneys: 6% instead of 5% I have $25 denomination, can order $100
Landrys: 13% instead of 9% I can order for you
Red Robin: 11% instead of 9% I have $25 denomination
Home Depot: 7% instead of 4% I have $25 denomination; can order $100
Until 12/18
Starbucks: 9% instead of 7% I have $10 denomination, can order $25
Until 12/23
Petsmart: 5% instead of 3% I can order $25 denomination
Until 12/30
Smart & Final: 5% instead of 3% I have $25 and $100 denominations, can order $50.
Please note that I order on Sunday and some of these cutoff dates are on Saturday. You would need to order on the Sunday before the cutoff date.
Thank you for your support of this program!
- Patricia

Condolences go out to:
The family of Dorothy Glass. Dorothy died November 10th and her Memorial Service was
November 25 at Lamb of God. May Dorothy rest in peace and may light perpetual shine upon
her.

Financials

Commitment Sunday: January 8, 2017
On Sunday December 18th you will receive your Financial Commitment Form for 2017.
You are asked to prayerfully consider and prepare your plan for your financial commitment
to the Ministry and Mission of Lamb of God for the year ahead. We will receive these completed forms on Sunday, January 8. These commitments will be used to help us assess our
spending plans for 2017.
Financial Giving Statements – Important deadline
For your giving to be recorded for the year 2016 your contribution must be received in
person or by mail to the church office by Friday, December 30. If needed, a final deposit for the year will be made that day. Offerings received after Friday will not be deposited
until Monday, January 2 and will be recorded as giving for the year 2017. We cannot
backdate offerings. – Linda Percifield, Bookkeeper
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Lamb Of God Child Care Center
Merry Christmas is the greeting you will hear throughout the halls of our Center.
The children are in full Christmas mode now. We are singing and crafting, decorating and
eating and learning the story of Jesus's birth. What a wonderful time it is for us.
Our program will be on Friday the 16th at 7:00pm, with a new more child friendly twist.
The kids will not be performing in a traditional way, and we will have a visit from Santa,
cookie decorating and crafts to make with your family. We are hoping for an evening of
fun that meets all the needs. You are welcome to join us. We wish all of you the best
Christmas ever!
Thanks for your support, Ms Lisa and all here at the Center
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Lamb Tale’s Bulletin Board

Lamb of God Lutheran
Church
621 S. Sunkist Street
Anaheim, CA 92806
Pastor:
Rev. Steve Bieghler
Korean Pastor:
Rev. Hyunho Hong
Minister of Music:
Tyler Robinson
Child Care Center Director:
Lisa Cottrell
Church: 714)772-2772
FAX: 714)772-2782
Child Care Center:
714)772-0331
www.lambofgodanaheim.com
email: logelca@sbcglobal.net
Sunday Worship Services
9:00 AM- English
11:00 AM - Korean

Sunday January 15, 2017, 6:45 pm
at Tyler’s House
“The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto: A Novel
- Mitch Albom

Carrie Pierce Bieghler

12/5

Erik Bogner

12/10

Laura Bieghler

12/16

Alexa Davis

12/16

Rudy Morgenfruh

12/22

Kevin Whitley, Family of Sharmon Intili, Christine Navarro, Arlene Walton,
Jack Sayler, The family of Dorothy Glass, Holly Beaumont Baker, Bonnie
Ausmus, Ms. Toni, Mary Dickinson, John, Scott, Jason, Jon Sean, David, Carlos, Danny, Jose Trujillo, Lavada Goldsbury, Jodi Sherman, Maggie, Anita
Gomberg Stevie Fosnight, Jerry & Consuelo Burke, Joe Jordan, Hortie Perez,
Marie B., Torrie C, Rose, Jennifer, Jerry Ashby, Yvonne Messer, Michael,
Judy, Steven Olmanni, Helen Suarez, Sharon Stonebridge, Dan Jackson,
Dolores, Vickie Trujillo, Judy Creech, Sherrie Eggers, Marie Cadwell, Pat
Cadwell, Jack & Evelyn Curtis, Jim Barker, Cheryl Lynn Gielow, Fran & Roy Onishi, AdventLane Bryant, Wanda Figueroa, Tony Nielson, Delanee Woods, Chuck Johnson, Dallas and Ashby Family, Linda
Henderson, Jeremy, Bill Garvey, Karen Norton, Kenny and Christopher Hahn, Christa, Christine, and
Irene Murphy, Gloria, Sharon, and Susan Hurd, Jody Ferrante, Leigh Conway, Laurie Rain, Jean Anderson, Kyle Adams, Dylan Saks, Mary Kay Drenner, Margaret Browning. (If you have names to add to
or remove from the prayer list call the church office @ 1-714-772-2772).

Please continue to send Lamb’s Tale
articles and bulletins to:
logelca@sbcglobal.net

